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COMMIUNICATIONS.

The t nanimify of a Verdict en the
Fart of a Jury.

To-day finds the thonghtful mind on both
sides of the Atlantic agitated hy the question :
“Is justice best sccared by the unanimons ver
dict of a jury ¥’ It is not my purpdse to say
how justice shall be best sccured ; baut T ven-
ture to say that jastice cannot be better se-
cared by the change of a ananimans verdiet of
a jury to anything less.

The verdict of a jury, by its et ymology —verie
(trath)dico (I pronoanes) —is the trath declarcd
by these twelve lawful, nnbissed, uninterested
men of the ecunty where the csuse of action
arose, or where the crime happened. Unhiased,
uninterested as these twelvemen are judged tobe,
ought not this conclusion to which they arrive,
in this condition of mind toward the prisoner,
be the point at which they, as of one mind,
conclude to be the trath of the charge as made
against the priscner 7 Trath in its best estate,
as known to man, is but relative. It is but an
approximation to a certainty of auy fuct which
is said to exist. Likewise evidence, which
Greenleaf beautifally describes to be “‘all
the means by which any alleged matter
of fact, the truth of which 1s submitted
for investigation, is established or disproved,”
isnot as the learned author says, ** that high
degree of evidence called demonstration, of
which none bat mathematical truth is sus-
ceptible.”  The evidence we arrive at is moral
evidence, such as satisfies anunprejudiced mind
beyond a reasonable doubt. It is, therefore,
but a moral certainty which we arrive at con-
cerning any charge, leaving after all a margin
as to the exact truth, such as is known only to
Him who is not ignorant of the least fact, even

to the fall of a sparrow. If, therefore, there
be a single dissenting voice ‘in a jury, the ver-
dict rendered by the remaining eleven is a
doubtiul one, and ought not to be sach a one
as is capable of convicling a prisoner, who is
but the same [rail bark of hamanity sailing
along life’'s ocean of error. Moreover, itis
all importantthat the judge, who is the mouth-
piece of the jury, whistling to the tune ol the
Juw, in his sentence shounld be satisfied that of
the number declared competent to investigate
the truth of the charge all have acreed ; other-
wise, might he not be the mouthpicee of eleven
men in error and the rejector of a single man
of truth. But where the twelve agree, is this
hall so probable, and is he not free from any
charge? If a man charged with marder is con-
victed by the verdict of eleven maen, and, as has
frequently happened, after having been shaken
out of hi= mortal enil, e is found to have
been innocent, are not the jury and the judge,
if not guilty of murder in the first degree,
(wanting malice prepense,) guilly of man-
slaughter, by reazon of their willully refuting
the verdiet of a single juror, and not having
discharged the jury ever and anon anul such
time as the numberof coincident verdiets ren-
der error less prohable 7

It is lamentable to know that this ancient in-
stitation of trial by jury of twelve of your
peers is to be chanzed in itz material part, not
oniy in many States of the Ugited States, bat,
also, the beantilnl
guided by the firm and ancient landmark of
English custom, has, by her Legislatare,
abolishied entirely the system of grand jury,
and now the most impoftant cuse can ouly be
tried by a traverse jury of seven. I say to these
too zealous fulks for improvement, = Let well
alone.”

Sir William Blackstone says of jury, “It was
coeval with the first civil government of
Britain ;" that “no conquest, no change of gov-
ernment conld ever prevail to abolish i1, It
is regurded in Magpa Charta a« the principal
bulwark of liberty ; a privilege of the highest
and most beneficial nature. To alfer the
method of trial by jury 18, in my opinion, to
destroy its effect. New and abitrary methods
will gap and wadermine it. laook along the
catalogue of verdicts, unanimously given, fur
centurics, and see whether any otlfer method
would have insured so few errors in regayd to
punishing the innocent fur the guilty. Could
a judge, upon whom the great responsibility
lies to say whether a mwan accused of murder
shall live or die, in accordance with the law
which governs him, rest half so reposedly upon
his downy pillow, where, after having pro-
nounced the sentence of death upon the priso-
ner, of whom a single juror had said not guilty,
it aflterwards appeared that he was innocent ?
But.is this half so probable where twelve men,
s of one mind, say guilty or wot guilty ¢ In
such a case cam conscience trouble the heart of
the indecided judge and Jdark immagination
haunt his path 7

When Jethro advised Moses to call tohis aid
men eapable of assisting bim in the adjudica.
tion of matters between Jew and Jew, we hear
vothing of two-thirds concluding a veedict.
Christian, after attempting a criticism opon the
erudition of Judge Blackstone, says: “Buat that
the life and perhaps the lilkerty and proporty
of a subjeet should not be affected by the con-
<urring judgment of a less number than twelve,

Wwas g law founded in reason and caution, and
Seems to be transmitted to us by the common
law or from immemorial antiquity.” Have we
less reason for caution at the present day * No.
Justice then eannot be better secured, in crim-
inal casos especially, than by the unsoimous
Terdict of twelve competent men.
D. Avevsrus Srrakes,
Law @raduate of Howard Univers:ly.
Wacamwgron, D, C., July 25th,

Island of Jamaica, long

Letter trom Richmand, Va,

Rrcirwoxn, Va., July 24, 1871,
To the Bdetor of the New National Era :

1 have jast read in your last mumber, July
20th, « very just amd correct statement of the
*luation as it exists among the leadig colored
en at Richmond, by ** L'Ouvertare.” 1 should
be zlad 1o say thet the avticle alluded to is an
ltjust one ; but trath and candor forbid me the
ight to do so. Colored men elected to the
Legislature of this State by Republicans had
before its adjournment o fur fallen into the
shadow and influence of Demoprats, as 10 Jose

all individaality and become '

their ucts, as by their tmm::
exceptions to thisrule ;) but,as a general thing, |
if they were asked to put forward and press
weasure which was just and proper for & Re.
publican to press, they would invariably say

that they could not do so, because there was a

majority agaiost them, and it would beof mo
e for them to attempt to accomplich anything.
Our contemplated State Convention failed on

very grounds. The idea and call for a
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convention was conceived and written by a
party not in the Legislature ; a mecting was
held to which the eolored members of that body
were invited to come, take the matter in hand,
and aszist in completing the desired work.
The necessity of 8 convention was discussed
pro and con for half dozen uights in as many
weeks ; all manner of sellishness was drawn ont
in the debates. A was not pleased with the
idea of a convention becanse B did not origi-
mate it. € was tecth and toenail opposed, and
wonld not go in for it anyhow if white men
were to be exclnded ; and then the point of
order, which Jefferson put into his Manaal for
a wige and important parpose, would be stoutly
'prcasl'd by legislators, because il a colored con-
vention shonld be held it wonld madden every
Democrat in his county, and it would not do,
nohow ; awl lastly, grave and ignoble dissent
to the holding of a convention was made hy
home folks, namely: that the man who was
anxious to have it wanted all the honor of it
himself,

These are mainly the reasons why we have
always failed here in the accomplishment of
any important resalt. The manner in which
the State constifution had been mutilated by a
Democratic Legislatare gave us ample canse for
holding a convention. 1t would have been the
proper phvl' for 2 new class of citizens to state
thetr grievances, tell their wants, aud be in-
gpired with new hopes.  We wanted the mem-
bers of the Legislatare to act promptly. They
were  supposed  to be the prominent wmen
among us, wnd conld infuse light and vigor
into their. people ; but they wounld do nothing
out of a slavish fear of their old masters.
If the negro in Virginia, or any other part ol
the South, shall, from any cause whatever—
superstition, jealomsy, or fear—ail to keep
alive his own inherent right to the claims ol 4
justice, no one will be alle to predict the
dimensions of the political fetters which will
be forged for him in the next four or eight years
in these States.

Some of us will make the elfort to have our
State represented in the Southern States Con-
vention according to the eanll as set forth in
your paper. Joun Ouiveg

———

samuel J. May. .

Vickssura, Miss., Jaly 25, 1571
To the Editor of the New National Era :
Although the prominent papers of the nation
have already gpoken of the good and true man
whose name heads this article, yet I am forced
also to pay a tribute to his fragrant memory.
None of the adjectives which deseribe the
blessedness of one of the best lives that was
ever spent in this werld, can do jostiee to that
of Samuel J. May'a.

My acquaintance with him has only been for
the Iust few years of his life; bul those years
are fragrant with such sweet recollections as
only the [riendship of Mr, May can give. There
was no man more gencrally beloved in Syra-
ense than he ; and there was no one more in-
terested in the condition of the people than he.
I remember in 1565 when the lierce fightof the
Presidential canvass was zoing on, when Dem-
ocrats as well as Repablicans brought out their
strongest and best men for CVery pos ition,
from noational to ward ; when they were in bit.
ter hostility to each other ; and though Mr.
May wag known to be an Abolitionlst of the
deepest dye, yet g0 soon as hi= name was
brought ont from his ward as a candidate for
merbership of the Board of Edacation, coery
head bowed in solemn reverence and not o sl
tary opposition was made. Every man—bhoth
Repablicans and Democrats—voted {or him.
He was too much beloved for anyone o op
He was President of the Board of
Education for a number of years ; and, if 1 mis
tauke hot, he held that position np to the time
of his death.

{lq became one of our warmest fniends when
we sditled in Syracuse, soon afier ‘the closing
of the war.
honse in which we felt more ut ease than in
his. 'Whenever he visited us he never forgot to
greel our ehildren in the same manner in which
he grected those of his other friends—with an
affectionate kiss, e did it too with such
poreness ol heart that it made os feel that he
was fruly a type of Christ.

1 remember while attending serviees at nn
orthodox church, the pastor vemarked in his
sermon  that * we are so depraved that we can

pose him.

And there was no white person’s

do cothing of ourselves, and we are only saved
through Christ's atonement.” 1 went to Mr
May, feeling that, if such was the case, it was
unjnat in God to reguire ps to lead good lives,
and expressed mysell in that way to him.  Ilis
reply was: * Never mind, Mr. C., these doc-
trines and speculations are causing more trou-
ble and unhappiness among the people of the
world than we dare suspect.
such things.

Jesus tells ns no
Let our lives be as much like Lis
as w2 possibly can, and our entrance into
Heaven i3 made sure.”  Ever sinee then 1 have
tooked upon him as the most exemplary man
I have ever known. And if his type of Chris-
tianity is not aceeptable, then there is none,
Feeling anxioua to return South to labor among
our paople, 1 made known wmy wishes to him ;
and immediately be drew up & paper, headed
it with fifty dollars, and requested me to ean-
vass the city and county. 1 did =0 ; and, with
his assistance, I suceceded not only in raising
asuflicient sumn for the support of one teachar ;
but received enough to zustain four of us for
one year. Among that number was the present
wile of Governor Reed, of Florida, The day
we le(t Syracuse for our field of lahor he came
to the depot to see us off ; but, unfortunately,
we were on the Aunbura train, while he was on
the direct train, looking for us. As s00n a5
we got to our destination in North Carolina,
we found ¢ letter there for us from him, saying
that, though be was quite unwell, and suffer-
ing from lameness, yet he was anxious to give
us a parting grasp ; but, so soon as he got off
the train, alter wulking through six or eight
cars {wo or three times looking for us, he re-
membared he was on the wrong teack. lHe
carvestly requested ns not to fail to let him
know our wants that he might assist us in re-
lieving them. Jle kept up a lively interest in
our work up to last summer, when we left it.
He was always among the largest contributors
for every good work; and his heart was so
large, and his feelings for the needy 8o tender,
that doubtless many times e was imposed
- Among the mostcherished reminiséences we
have are letters from him written to ‘us while
laboring in the South. The last he sent as was
one addressed to all the friends of education at
the South, in which he closed with the singere
words, ““ Wishing you every success in life, I
""1{:% most truly, Bamnel J. May.™ .

.

nation has lost a worthy citizen—the

genial companion—and Christianity has lost

one of its truest and sincerest co-lnhomrs.l
Although he lived beyond his three score and |
ten, his lile was such as the world needs con- |

filled. More lives like Mr. May’s will be so
many more practical sermons on the Monat. |
' T. W. Carvozo.
- e - - -
A Yiew of the Sonth i

The great canse of all the tronble with the |
Sounth, after all, 13 the want of education.
the maszes there were edncated as they are in
the Northern States affairs would have assumed
a settled and satisfactory condition long hefore
this, instead of being, ns they are, in nearly s
unsettled and unsatisfactory a coudition as at
the close of the war, with the rebel spirit inten-
sificd rather than sobdued, or submitted to
circumstances which, as a litile intelligence
wonld show, it is worse than folly to resist,
An ignorant eommuanity is the most diffienlt of
all 1o govern, and is totally unfit for self-gov-
ernment.  Previons to the war the government
of the Soathern, States was in the hands of a
few persons who exercised unlimited sway. The
poor whites really counted tor nothing, although
constitnting, probably, a majority of the white
population.  Their ignorance and degradation
ostracized them, and made them the supple
tools of the few. But ignorance was not and
is not confined 1o this clage ; il extends np
through the middle class of society, and, if the
truth conld be told, comes tolerably near very
many of those who regarded themselvea ne the
“gentlemen™ and “chivaley 7 o Sonthern
society in its palmy days, when every high-born
Southerner could attest his high birch by * lar-
ruping his own nigger.”’

The reason of the ignoranee is plain cnongh,
No provisionavas ever made for general edoca-
tion. The wealthy clags depended upon private
tutors or upon sending their children North.
It is evident that in this way ouly a small por-
tion of fThe pﬁplllntiull would be reached, and
thut the edocation of those sapporting this
aystem would be impertect and limited. 11 was
a most lamentable gondition of aflairs for the
people of a republie, and one that wonld not
have been tolerated in any free State. DBatat
was such us the ** domestie institutions ™ of the
South reguired, and =0 it continued while
generation after generation grew up and passed
away in an ignorance that was o serious reflee
tion on the professed civilization of any nation
in the nineteenth eentury.  And with the lack |
of edncation is necessanly the lack of general |
intelligence. Newspapers cannot be circalated |
becanse they cannot be read, and they are the
great educators of the public wmind.  They
diffase constant informmation, and give those
who will read an opportunity to be thoroncshly
conversant with all the topies of the day.  The
ignorance among the mass of Soultherners on
subjects that are familiar to every school-boy
at the North is profound, just for the lack of
that intelligence which is carricd by the prees
and obtained from association with edueated
people.  As a consequence they are nnder the
control ot the most bitter prejudices, which
demagopgues can caltivate al will, and appeals |
Lo reason are as nseless as lectares to the wind. |

Siueh 1s the state ol allairs that is to be met. Il
Aund the question that has pazzled statesmen |
for some years, and still puzzles them, is:
“ How shall it be met? 15 there any system
but a system ol toree that will mamtain law
and order, and insare the security ol life and
properiy, and so afford a chance fur the develop-
ment of the country 2" Lo isa lumentable faet
that in so many mstances where the slrong ann
of military power his been withdrawn o very
unsatislactory state of society has arisen, and
the hives and property of those not in relel
sympathy are put in jeopardy every hour.
Under soch cirenmstances no settled condition
of society is possible, but anuzehy and confusion
must continne Ll some saperior loree shall
restore peace and order. Itis a d---‘]\i'r:ll.-' wlate
of aflwirs, and the divect onlgrowth of the want
of education. No intelligent community would
ever snpport a Ko Klux or any kindred organi-
zation. The Ko-Kilnx of New York o com- |
posed ol an ignorant rubble from over the ]
winter, but they have foand the atmosgphere ol
the city altogether uncongenial to their tastes
aml purposes,

There are men in the Sonth of suflicient in-
fluence, no doabt, to control this disturhine
element if they would. They may not have
the influence as in former Lmes, yet they might
| have dona uch to restore society 1o a peacetul
comlition in the months following the war, and
might do much yet.  But the most of them
have preferped (o sulk, lorgetting: the deep
interest they aund their famalies must have in
all these matters, and elinging to the ** Lost
Canse 7 with insane pertinacity. A broad and
intelligent view of the sabject wonld have iu-
dieated a pillerent course,  Unfortanately, for
reasons indicated, these men were not prepared
to take such a view. But their opportauity has
not entirely passed.  If they wounld let alip their
bigotry and prejudiee, and undertake the res
toration of order in the outlawed scctions, in

in the war, have been incorporated into the

Poor bavedost a timely friend—the sick have
8 true adviser—the inteligent hiave lost'a con- | 1™

Constitution, and endorsed by the Demoecratic
| party, they might soon cecure suchan influence
over voters, colored voters especially, as to be
| able to maintain stronyg governments of law and
order over every Southern State withont the ne
eessity ol interference on the part of the Gene
ral Government. Bat if, on the other hand, they
prefer to purse their ignorant malice and the
| ** Lost Cause,”’ there seems to be no alterpative
{‘but military rule, till other generations shall
arise cducatedont of thelprejudices and follies of
the present, and prepared for sell-povernment .
Plila. Press.

. —y - — -
Funcral of Gen, Hallowell.

| The funeral of the late Gen. Flward N

Hallowell took place at the family residence,
bn Mystic street, West Medtord, yesterday
afternoon,  Among those present, upon the
oceasion were Gov. Claflin and  his  stall
Lient. Governor Tacker, Messrs. Winn and
Stoddard of the Executive Council, Rev, John
Weiss, Rev. D, A, Wasson, Wendell hillipe,
William Lloyd Garrison, and other prominent
gentlemen of this and neighboring cities.  The
casket containing the deceased was placed in a
small room adjoining the fumily siting-room,
with which und the hall it communieated.
Upon the lid of the casket was a heavy silver
plate bearing the following inscription : ** k-
ward N. lHallowell, died Tth wmonth, 2ith,
1851 Crosses and garlands of flowers lay
upon the casket and window seat, and the State
and national flags of the 54th regiment rested
in the sorvers of the room next to the head of
the coflin, :

The funeral exercises were strictly in accord-
ance with the custom of the Quakers, of which
sect the decensed was a member.  After sitting
some time in silence, Rev. Mr. Weiss asked
permission to suy a few words, e paid a
glowing and deserved tribute to the many high
qualities of the deceased, reviewing his military
and cocial life, and placing him in the same
rank'with Lowell, Shaw, and Patnam, all' mar-
tyrs to the great idea of human freedom. lle
was followed in the same strain by Wendell
Phillips and Rev. D, A. Wasaon.

Permission was then given the friends of the
decensed o take a farewell 100k at the remains
before closing the Jid of theeasket. ‘Lhe b.urers
were Gen. A. B, Underwood, Gen. James L.
Bates, Adjutant Gen. Cunningham, and Col. .
;!'.r;l;aylori‘:l' the Gdovm(’ or’s staff, and Color

ant Lenox and Corporal Biddle of the
54th, Gen. Hallowell’s old :

At the close of the speaking the casket was,
conveyed to the e, and the cortege set out
for Mount Auburn, reaching the cemetery a
little before five o'clock. No eceremonies or
services®took place at the grave, the decensed

wing expressed a wish to that effect.— Boston
Jowrnal. ;
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Sunnay Musio.—The Springfield Republican

prgfom_d._n thilnou‘;lm: By g
u it mé worse for poor Pﬁ o | ;
I ! i “ - .

music of ni or Vqrdi :

for' that matter—performed by a band in
by = the,

| dened desecrators of the Sabbath in this par-
ticular line that we know of.”

NATIO

accordance with the principles that triumphed |

i = . B

tinually, and whose place cannot be easily | Kiving and Dying fer 4 Puinciple,

interested, and in whigh all may slike be gaibod
upon to make sacrifices of individual interoas
to the zeneral welfare of the community.

. NO TOLERATION.

not yet come, nor was the soil of a slave State

adavorable locality for its reception. A Jeei |
ded opposition suon manifested itsell, and g |
!:_vi! took ghape in the tollowing letter i

St. Lowrs, October 5, 1535, |
To the Rev. E. P. Lovgjay, Fdilor of the Qb-

ae!-ver .

Str—The tndersigned, friends and support-
ers of the Observer, beg leave L3 suggest that
the prosent temper of the times pequire
change in the mauwer of conducting that print
in relation to the subject of domestic slavery.
‘F'he pablic mind is greatly excited, and owing
tothe unjustifiable interference of onr Northern

X with our social relations, the commn-
ity are, perhaps, not in a sitaation to eadure
sound Joqtrine on this sabjeet. ludeed, we
have reason to believe that violence is eyun now

meditated :Ellmt the Observer office, and we
do believe that trae and the interests of

¢ on should be at least postponed
in Althongh we do not claim the
right to prescribe your course a8 an editor, we |
bope that the concurring '

¢ nions of «o
P it oyou raperamd
- your

";K. require thut-pt;?ihenuhn of this ex-.
.

own judgment, snd 5o far change
of i!h.omuw pass over

Bat the time (or such doctrine us this bad | wade a shoft speeeh, which, as it was lus last

part (o both these meetings, and the nsual
resolutions condemnatory of the editorial con-
duct of the Observer were passed. At the
final mecting Mr. Lovejoy was preseat, and

npipenl, kas a certain historill‘. interest,
FXTRACTS FROM LOVEJOY'S LAST SPERCH,
M. Chatrman—It is not téue, as has been
charged wpon me, that T hold in contempt the
teeliugs and sentiments of this convmunity in’
velerence to the question which is now arita:
gt 1 _rea#aet aud appreciate the feclings
and opinions of my fellow-citizens, and it is ove
of the most painfal and unpleasant duties of
my life that I am called wpon to act in o i-
tion to them. LI you sappose, sir, that fm
e o i i e
rally he 18 communi se 1
lighted in d‘:geﬂug‘from thql:l{’dr in aoecuid;:
ing & disturbance, you haye entirely misappre-
hended ni. ,.B‘:tu.«ur, while T value the
opinion ot my fellow-citizens as highly as an
o“,‘l qii Mrnmm say that l’m gnr’-'
erned by higher con ons than either the
favor or the fear of man. T am fmpelled to the
course 1 have taken, because I fear God, as 1
$ I b{yﬂthwﬁﬂh“ﬂwh@
e n nbandon fntiment 3

i

all Fays to propag
You have, sir, mad: ‘
a false issue ; there
whom there can be a I

I plant

myself down on my unmsi tionable rights, and

a .i' ““. Pa 2yt 'i

vision for his famuly forbade any politiea
aspirations he might have had, awd kept him

cluse to the busmess that assured them a

comfortable snbsistence.  In this position he
remuined until the receptivn ol the news, as
ahove stated, of his appointment oo Urole gor
in Aleorn’ University.  This appointment us
sures him a salury of $2.500 per annnm, and if
we mistake nog, the ploce will Toad 10w wmuch
‘higher emolinwent,

- e e — o

Tud code of * honor™ established by the |

Southern chivalry still prevails. A fow daye
ago a gentleman (¥) in- New Orleans heard that
a former ﬂutper\bud called him a thiel. He
called on him and demanded a retraction, which
being refused he shot him dead on the spot
without a moment’s warning. This he consid-
ered an ample vindication of his honor, and
also of his If he had -done less his
friends would have cat him from their list as a
coward. But to shoot down an unsuspecting
man in this manmer is the very height of cow-
dice. The whole code of the Southern *‘chi-
valry,”’ so-called, has much mare of cowardice
than {n-avery in it.—Phila. Press,
By e e i _.__‘--'._ —_ o
.~The difference has heen aptly put in this |
: .!,,A Government of the People, by the Peo-
of the Ruffians, hy the
?‘h. and for the Ruffians.”—The New
ork City aunthorities elected by Tammany

the question' to be dec

is, whether 1 shall

il v —. .
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—The growth of the petroleum trade = one
ol the notable features .In(‘idf:nt to the Uanired
States.  Its discovery and atilization was o
chance matter, but it was goon seen that ther
were present with itremarkabie elements of yse
An intense excilement arose, and the oty
large was smitten with the oil fever. {4, 1001
10,000 callons were sent to foreign spark o
Anlwerp took more thaii half of this, sud since
has led all other ports in its importation. Tuat
city in 1562 took 300,000 gallons ; Greas lirit-
ain the-am year took 3,225 000 gallops, rising
from 579,000 in 186). Last year the export
from the United States was 141,000,000 gallons.
home consnmption is estimated st half
that ex , which wonld give & prodo:t o
some 212,000,000 gallons yearly. Feckoming
the price at an average of twenty cents, the
value is more than $42,0080,000 yearly. Tius
is a remarkable record, the resalt of litde more
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than ten years.
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